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1 . SPECIFICATION 

1. Title of the Invention: PRINTER 

2. Claim 

A printer having a function of offline feed, 
comprising: a feed key; a printer controller; and a key- 
input circuit which outputs an offline signal to the printer 
controller when the feed key is operated at online mode time, 
and outputs a feed signal to the printer controller when the 
feed key is operated at offline mode time.. 

3. Detailed Description of the Invention 
[Field of Industrial Application] 
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The present invention relates to a printer, and more 
particularly, to a printer having a function of controlling 
offline transition. 
[Prior Art] 

In known printers, when performing offline feed, the 
printer is turned to an offline mode once by an offline key, 
and then a feed operation is . carried out by a feed key. 
[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

Therefore/ in the above-described known printer, when 
performing offline feed, the operator once operates an 
offline key, and then operates another feed key. Thus there 
have been shortcomings in that the operator needs to. have 
trouble for selecting keys. 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

According to the present invention,, there- is provided a 
printer including: a feed key; and a key-input circuit 
which inputs the signal of the key and an online/offline 
status signal from a printer controller, and outputs an 
offline signal to the printer controller when the feed key 
signal is detected at online mode time, and outputs a feed, 
signal to the printer controller when the feed-key signal is 
detected at offline mode time. 
[Embodiment} 

Next, a description will be given of an embodiment of 
the present invention with reference to the drawings. 
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Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of 
the present invention. Fig. 2 is a time chart for 
illustrating the state transition in the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 1. 

Usually, at online mode time, a- printer controller 4 
receives print data from a host 7, and controls a driving 
part 6 to perform print operation, 

A status signal c indicates an online status when- the 
printer controller 4 is in the online mode, and indicates an 
offline status when the printer controller 4 is. in the 
offline mode. 

Now assuming that a feed key 3 is pressed to input a 
feed-key signal a, and that the status signal c indicates an 
online status, a key-input . circuit 2 outputs an offline 
signal d to the printer controller 4. By this, the printer 
controller 4 reports an offline status to the host 7, and if 
•the printer is in process of printing, the print operation 
is suspended to go into the offline mode, and the status 
signal c indicates an offline status. Subsequently, when 
the feed key 3 is pressed to input the feed-key signal a, 
since the status signal c indicates an offline status, the 
key-input circuit 2 outputs a feed signal e to the printer 
controller 4. -By this, the printer controller instructs the 
driving part 6 to perform feed operation. After the offline 
feed is complete, if an online key 5 is pressed to input an 
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online-key signal b, the key-input . circuit 2 outputs an 
online signal f to the printer controller 4. By this, the 
printer controller 4 reports an online status to the host 7 
to go. to an online mode, and goes back to a state in which 
print data can be received from the host 7. 
[Advantages] 

In a printer of the present invention, an offline-feed 
operation becomes possible by one feed key without having an 
offline key and by providing the feed key with the function 
of the offline key. Thus the printer has an advantage in 
that the operation becomes simple. 
4. Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of 
the present invention, Fig. 2 is a time chart for 
illustrating the state transition in the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 1. 

1 ... printer, 2 ... key input circuit, 3 ... feed key, 4 ... 
printer controller, 5 ... online key, 6 ... driving part, 7 ... 
host, a ... feed-key signal, b ... online-key signal, c ... status 
signal, d ... offline signal, e ... feed signal, and f ... online 
signal 

Agent: Patent Attorney, Susumu UCHIHARA 
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[Fig. 2) 

5 ONLINE KEY 

3 FEED KEY 

b ONLINE-KEY SIGNAL 

d OFFLINE SIGNAL 

e FEED SIGNAL 

f ONLINE SIGNAL . 

c STATUS SIGNAL 
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